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ANOTHER COOL DAT.Upon these high class volunteer re-
porters we depend at all seasons forinformation regarding conditions,
yields and values. Whenever we wish

10 NEARER.IIEARTJOJIEART.KIHGjSSOUR.
Oscar Refuses to Keceive the

Deputation From Norway

FEAGEjlEAR,
Both Russia and Japan Agree to

Accept Good Offices

bassador at St. Petersburg, and
through Count Von Osten-Sacke- n, the
Russian ambassador at Berlin, of
what the United States and Germany
were seeking, so that Ambassador
Meyer's audience of Emperor Nicholas
was prepared for in the fullest man-
ner. The opinion here is that Em-
peror Nicholas went so far as to say
to Ambassador Meyer that he would
like to know what Japan's terms
would be. This inquiry was not to
be construed as asking for peace, but
only as telling friends that before so
grave a step in their advance the
Russian government might properly
and naturally desire to- - know through
those friends how Japan regarded
peace. Japan, it is believed in gov-
ernment quarters here, will be reluc-
tant to lay down specific peace condi-
tions far more reluctant than at any
stage of the war, because preparationshave been made to carry the campaignto Russian territory, take Vladivostok
and Harbin, and then exclude Russia
from the Pacific. Unless her high
conditions are complied with this is
a crude expression of what is thoughtto be Japan's immediate policy.

The Mercury Kept in Comfortable
Bounds Today.

Cooler weather prevailed over Kan
sas yesterday and this morning, but
today the sun has been shining quite
diligently and warmer weather is sup-
posed to be in store for the forecast for
Kansas is: "Partly cloudy tonight and
Friday with showers in north portion;warmer in east portion tonight."

Today's corn and wheat region bul-
letin says: "The day temperatures fell
over the entire district yesterday. The
night temperatures have fallen in
southeastern Kansas and southwestern
Missouri but risen over the rest of this
state and over northwestern Missouri
The weather was cloudy over western
and northern Kansas this morning,
clear in southeastern Kansas and gen-
erally clear over western Missouri.
Temperatures have fallen slightly in all
districts."

The maximum and minimum temper-
atures for the 24 hours ending this
morning at 7 o'clock were: Baker 80,
56; Concordia 80, 60; Dodge City 80, 64;
Fort Scott 86, 58; Macksville 84, 58;
McPherson 82, 62; Manhattan 82, 58;
Osage City 82, 56; Sedan 80, 62; Topeka
80, 62; Toronto 84. 58: Wichita 82. 62.

The wind this noon was southeast
blowing 11 miles an hour. The hourly
temperatures recorded by the govern-
ment thermometer today were:

7 o'clock 64111 o'clock 75
8 o'clock 6 6 o'clock 76
9 o'clock 69 o'clock 7 8

10 o'clock 72 o'clock 79
Wind southeast miles.

HOW IT WAS FOUGHT.

Russians Describe Battle of the Sea of
Japan.

Manila, June S. From the stories
told by the Russians who escaped
from the sea tight in the Korean
straits, it appears that the Japanese
completely surprised the Russian fleet.
The Russians were steaming peace-
fully along. There was no sign of the
Japanese fleet and the Russian ships
were not cleared for action, nor were
the batteries manned. The attack
came with a suddenness that made the
unpreparedness of the Russians for
battle a glaring mistake that never
could be corrected. Two lines of tor-
pedo boats suddenly appeared and en-
circled the Russian fleet. The rapid
fire batteries were turned loose, but
with apparently little effect on the
Japanese boats. Over the approach-
ing torpedo boats came a hail of 10
and 13 inch shells from the Japanesewar vessels in the distance.

The torpedo boats advanced at full
speed, one division going in a westerly
and another in an easterly direction.
The Russian cruisers and battleships
prepared to repel the attack. The
cruisers manned their port batteries
and the battleships their starboard
batteries. No attempt war made to
prepare the batteries on the other
side of the ships, and it was here the
Russians blundered. W hen the Japanese torpedo boats came within fir
ing distance the Russians opened hre.
Then it was the Japanese executed a
maneuver that threw the Russians
into confusion. The two encircling
lines met south of the Russians, but
instead of continuing in that direc-
tion, they turned at a signal from
Togo and at full speed charged be
tween the three lines of Russian s!ips,one division passing between the cruis-
ers and the line of hospital ships and
transports, and another divifion pass-
ing between the transports and the
battleships on the other side. The
Russian ships were unprepared for an
attack of this character, and for a
time were helpless against the dis-

charge of Japanese torpedoes. Hardlya cruiser or battleship remained un-
scathed. The Russians were com-

pletely demoralized and during the
last dash of the torpedo boats not a
shot was fired to stop them.

In the meantime, Togo, with his
battleships and cruisers, encircled the
Russian fleet, and with his big guns
completed the work of destruction.

Russian Losses 15,000.
Gunshu Pass, Manchuria, June 8.

According to reports received by Gen-
eral Linevitch from naval officers who
have arrived at Vladivostok, the losses
of Admiral Rojestvensky's fleet were
from nine to ten thousand officers and
men killed or' drowned and about five
thousand prisoners.

General Batjanoff, commander of
the third Manchurian army, address-
ing the troops yesterday on the oc-

casion of the empress' birthday, told
them he hoped soon to be able to tele-

graph the news of a Russian victory
to her majesty. Later, in conversation
with the correspondent of the Asso-
ciated Press, the general declared that
the defeat of the fleet was a sad and
hard blow but it wouldn't affect the
morale of the troops, who with the
dogs-ednes- of the Russian soldier
were prepared to fight on as long as
the emperor gave the word.

"If the sea is lost," he added. "Rus
sia can still be victorious on lanu.
Peace unless Japan is reasonable is
impossible."

SULTAN IS CARELESS.

Seems Willing to Let Powers Squabble
Over His Territory.

Tangier, Morocco, June 8. Gerard
A. Lowther, British minister to Mo-

rocco, presented his credentials to the
sultan today. The ceremony was at-
tended by the customary picturesque
Moroccan display. Mr. Lowther in his
speech assured the sultan of the sin-

cerity of King Edward and of the
British government in the desire for
the welfare of Morocco and their
"earnest wishes for the maintenance
of the power and authority of the
Sherifian ruler."

The latter reciprocated the wish for
a continuance of the traditional
friendship between the two countries.
Throughout the interview the sultan
was impassive, almost indifferent.
The political situation remains be-

fogged and will not be cleared up un-

til Mr. Lowther has a private audience
with the sultan. It is reported that
private offers have been made to the
sultan of a loan of $2 5,000,000 and it
is alleged that the offer is supported
by American capitalists but a suitable
guarantee remains the difficulty since
the customs are pledged to France
for the next 15 years.

To Select Site for Leper Station.
Honolulu, June 8. Surgeon General

Wvman of the bureau of public hea'th
and the Marine hospital service and
Governor Carter will sail rext Friday
for the Molokai Leper settlement where
Mr. Wyman will investigate the condi-
tions prevailing there and select a site,
one mile square, for the federal station
which is to be established under an
act of the last congress.

to learn about growing croDs. for- - in
stance, we prepare blanks with suit-able questions, the answers by report-ers affording the information desired.The responses to these inquiries are
carefully sifted, absurdities and pal-
pable exaggerations eliminated, andthe consensus of the statements made,
are, when clarified, taken to representthe situation with reference to what-
ever crop or crops may be reported on,for the state and by counties. At the
very earliest possible moment the in-
formation thus obtained is given to
the public through the newspapers,
in the form cf painstakingly prepared,concise press bulletins, and, whether
for weal or woe, they unerringly re-
flect conditions existing on the date
of reporting.

The board only undertakes to tell how
growing crops appear at the time; not
how they are going to appear at a fu-
ture time, nor what their yield is until
they have actually yielded and the ma-
tured product is in the hands of its
growers.

Information Is Reliable.
It is not within the bounds of human

accomplishment to forecast the acts of
God, but from time to time we give to
the world reliable information as to ex-

isting conditions of growing crops, and
from this anyone but the secretary of
the Kansas board of agriculture is at
liberty to figure to a bushel and his own
satisfaction Just what ytelds will be,
and tell it to the world. When the best
of guessers shoot wide of the mark, as
they all do with more or less frequency,
it serves only to make them appear ri-

diculous, and if in such instances there
is any effect it is only to mislead and
destroy confidence. . Guessing may do
for individuals but not tor an official
or a branch of government whose aim
is and should be to serve all interests
alike with absolute fairness and integ
rity.

When, however, crops are harvested
then the board's reporters the men who
grow the crops tell of the actual
yields and the average home values, and
this final information is asked for in
November each year, to make up the
permanent records. '

We do not issue reports or bulletins
on the growing crops or crop conditions
on set or particular dates as is done by
the United States department of agri-
culture, but only at such times as there
is something of special interest or some
change in the general situation. The
final compilations of acreages, yields
and a!ues of crops and the numbers
and values of live stock are printed in
detail in a December quarterly report
each year and also incorporated in the
bound biennial reports.

In all this work we hax-- e a few funda-
mental principles, which I term my re-

ligion. Among these-- is that the radical,
the boomer, the bull, on the one hand or
the torpid-livere- d pessimist, the bear,
on the other, shall cot run away with
or queer a report. It is all the time
assumed that the eleven jurors who
agree are nearest sane, and their ver-
dict prevails.

We never guess, prognosticate or
prophesy. We make no predictions of
what is going to be, but record what is.
Facts and not fancies, diagnosis and
not prognosis are the basis of Kansas'
agricultural statistic.

FOURTEEN DROWNED.

A British Submarine Boat Blows Up
Near Plymouth.

Plymouth, England, June 8. Submarine
boat. A 8 was lost off the breakwater here
this morning. Three explosions are said to
have occurred on board before she found-
ered. She had on board eighteen officers
and men, ineludins her regular crew and
men who were in training. Fourteen of
the number were drowned. The others
were picked ui.The disaster occurred while the A 8 was
proceeding . to sea for practice, accom-
panied by another submarine boat and a
torpedo boat. Three explosions were seen
from the shore to occur on board the A 8,
which suddenly disappeared. Tugs and
divers immediately proceeded to the scene.

The submarine boat lies in 18
fathoms of water. The first intima-
tion of the disaster came from the
boat herself signalling that she was
submerged and could not come to the
surface. A signal was received short-
ly before neon .which said: "All right
up the present time." Diving parties
immediately proceeded to the scene.
Those who were saved were standingin the vicinity of the conning tower at
the time of the disaster and were
picked up by a passing trawler. They
were Lieutenant Candy, commander of
the boat; Sublieutenant Murdoch, a
petty officer and a seaman. The lost
boat was about 300 tons displacement
and was launched in 1904.

FIRE IN A TUNNEL

Traffic Is Tied Up on the D. & R. G.

Between Denver and Salt Lake.

Denver, June 8. Word has been
received at the general offices of the
Denver & Rio Grande railway that a
fire has broken out among the timbers
in the tunnel at Ruby, 24 miles west
of Grand Junction, and has tem-
porarily tied up traffic between Den-
ver and Salt Lake City.

BANK BLOWN OPEN.

The Safe Containing the Funds Was
Not Damaged.

Paris, III., June 8. The Edgar
County National bank was wrecked by
dynamite early today. The charge
also demolished a jewelry store and a
shoe store adioininsr. The vault was
wrecked but the smaller safe in which
were the bank funds was only over-
turned and is still intact.

Commencement at Holton.
Holton, Kan.. June 8. The graduat-

ing exercises of Campbell college closed
with the alumni meeting last evening.
President P. O. Bonebrake preached the
baccalaureate sermon in the college
chapel on Sunday morning. In the even-

ing the Rev T. D. Crites of Topeka
preached to the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W.
C. A. The commencement address was
delivered bv the Rev. Charles Finch of
Topeka. The board of trustees have
been in session arranging for next years
faculty and attending to other busi-
ness. It is stated that President Bone-
brake will not accept the presidency
next year. W. A. Zehring, professor in
mathematics severs his connection with
Campbell college going to Purdue uni-

versity next vear. Miss Mabel Smith,
who conducted the school of oratory the
pat two years, has been elected teacher
of English in the public schools at her
home in Toledo, Ohio. She may. how-
ever, not accept the position at Toledo,
but take ud her work at Campbell col- -

!i.;ge. again next year.

Strite Settlement as Far Away
as Eyer It Was.

Employers Now Seem to Be Forc-
ing the Fighting.

OBSTACLES TO PEACE

Are the Express Companies Now
as Before.

And a Demand That Police Pro-
tection Be Withdrawn.

Chicago, June 8. Peace In the team-
sters' strike seemed today to be as far
away as ever. Settlement with the ex-
press companies and a demand by the
unions that police be withdrawn from
wagons with the calling off of the strike
were apparently insuperable obstacles
to an adjustment. President Cornelius
Shea of the teamsters" union, took an
active part in the latest conference with
the employers, although he was respon-
sible for blocking peace negotiations
several days ago, after he had been left
out or a meeting between a committee
of employers and teamsters. Shea would
nave been excluded from the new con-
ference if the employers had agreed to
the demand of the union officials that
the employers' attorney, Levy Meyer,also should keep away. This demandwas refused promptly and Shea thenwas called in. He made a vigorous fightagainst altering the proposition of theteamsters to suit the demands of the
employers.

With peace efforts again coming to
naught the prospective spread of thestrike to the truck teamsters employedby members of the team owners' or-
ganization was today again a vitalissue. Many of the owners were infavor of forcing matters with the driv-ers but it was generally hoped that theneutral element in the association wouldmake a hard fight to keep from becom-
ing involved in the strike.

Beginning with a "peace argument,"a labor discussion at North avenue and
Robey street today grew into a riotwhich blocked two lines of street cars,held up traffic In several streets,
brought two police patrol wagons andended when one man was taken to the
hospital and four others were In cells.
Incidentally several heads were
bruised.

HOFFMAN STEPS OUT.

So There W1U Be No Trouble Among
Grain Dealers.

There will be ho row in the
Grain Dealers' association er

the of General Manager C.
B. Hoffman of Enterprise. He won'ttake the job again. He made this em-
phatic announcement this morning."I wouldn't have the place againunder any conditions," was his reply."I only took it last year because I was
forced into it. I know that a row has
been started and a fight made on me.
But that is easily explained. Jim But-
ler of Kansas City is mixed up deeply
into It. . Last year Jim was president,
drawing $3,000 a year, and I as man-
ager was drawing $4,000. I went be-
fore the meeting and said that the
two places were unnecessary and that
the maintaining of a president on sal
ary was nothing more than a sheer
waste of money, l recommended tnat
one or the other of us go.

"Well," continued Mr. Hoffman,
the society elected to displace Butler

and retain me. That made him sore.
He has fought me ever since. I know
I have been accused of speculating,but that is part of the business, buyingand selling. But it is an absolute un-
truth that I formed combinations and
pooled,, as did Smiley. Whoever
charges me with that knows not
whereof he speaks. I'll fight when
they go to charging that offense up
to me.

"But I will not take the place again.
A man with other heavy interests at
stake cannot afford to take it. It oc-

cupies too much of his time to his own
disadvantage. It is full of wojrry and
bother and criticism. They needn't
fight over my retention. I will not
take the place under any circum-
stances."

It was expected that a great rumpus
would occur in the meeting at the
council chamber in the morning when
the board of directors gather to elect
the general manager for the ensuing
year. Hoffman's opponents had it
planned to elect a board opposed to
Hoffman and one that would elect a
manager from their crowd. But the
fight will not be necessary now.

It is not known who will be the next
manager, although Thad Hopkins of
Kansas City is being mentioned fre-

quently for the place. He may get th(s
position. The election of the manager
takes place in executive session by the
board after the regular meeting is
over.

Mr. Hoffman made his report of the
year's work to the association this
morning. Though $31,000 was made
the previous year, money was lost
during the last 12 months. But that
is not a particular surprise, for grain
dealing runs that way.

WAREHOUSE BURNS.

Fire Loss of $75,000 Near Krie Basin,
Brooklyn.

New York, June 8 A warehouse of tne
New York Dock company at Conover
and Reed streets, near Erie basin.
Brooklyn, which was filled with a large
amount of cotton and hemp, caught fire
early today. The contents of the build-

ing were owned by several individual
concerns other than the dock company.
The warehouse was one of the group of
buildings called the "Red Hook
stores."

The damage caused by the fire is es-

timated at $75,000.

Weather Indications.
Chicago, June 8. Forecast for Kansas:

Partly cloudy tonight and Friday, witlj
showers in north portion: warmer in east
portion tonight; fresh southerly winds.

Temperatures In Large Cities.
Chicago.June S. 7 a. m. temperatures:

New York, 54; Boston, 46: Philadelphia,
56; Washington, 62; Chicago, 62; Minne-
apolis, 54; Cincinnati, 64; St. Louis, 60.

Kansas Bankers Discuss Their
Private Affairs.

Tell Each Other How to Run
the Business.

MANY GOOD SPEECHES.

They Are All Listened to With
Interest.

Meetings to Close With a Big
Banquet.

Questions of engrossing character to
the bankers of Kansas have been un
der discussion at the morning session of
the convention at the Auditorium to-

day. It only required a visit to their
business session to learn what a sordid
and mercenary lot bankers really
are. One of the principal topics under
consideration was how to make cus-
tomers pay their notes when they fall
due, without ruffling their (the custom-
er's) finer sensibilities.

"How to induce all the people in every
community to carry bank accounts."
was one of the momentous questions
before the body this morning. G. A.
Bernard of Glasco, Kan., read a paper
discussing various methods of interest-
ing people to start bank accounts, and
produced figures which proved that
banks which carried on a dignified,
persistent and judicious advertising
campaign, were the most successful in
every respect.

W. E. Scheppe of St. Louis made a
talk on "Credit Indemnity" and G. A.
Rogers of Abilene made an address on
"Loaning Money."

Sam Kimble, of Manhattan, judge of
the Twenty-fir- st judicial district, spoke
of "The Confidential Relations Exist
ing Between the Bank and Its Depositors."

Edwin Tucker, president of the Bank
of Eureka, Kan., took up the discus
sion of "The Education of Bank Cus
tomfcrs."

Balie Waggener was unable to be at
the convention on account of sickness
and his paper, "Shall Money and Evi
dences ot Debt be Exempt trom Taxa
tion?" was not given.

J. G. Milliken, of McPherson, is in
Boston and could not deliver his ad
dress on "The Anatomy of the Negoti-
able Instrument Law." This is a sub
ject in which the bankers are deeply
interested, and it was decided to ask
Mr. Milliken to furnish a typewritten
copy ot the address to be printed in the
report of the convention, in order that
the members of the association may
have the advantage of a complete and
thorough discussion of the purposes
and uses of the law.

President Plass of Washburn col-
lege was the programme for an
address in regard to "Natural Law in
the Financial World." Dr. Plass was
indisposed and announced that he had
asked Orville B. Towne, teacher of
elocution and dramatic expression, to
read his paper.

A Bankers' Wife.
Late yesterday afternoon Mrs. Grant

Hornaday gave her impressions of "A
Banker's Wife." Treasurer C. F. Hen-so- n

made the "Confessions of a Dele-
gate," being a report f his trip to the
National Banking association.

Considerable time was devoted to
the exhibit of a number of improved
electrical and other apparatus and ap-
pliances for the protection of bank
vaults from burglary.John Q. Royce, state bank commis-
sioner, opened his address on "Watch-
man, tell us of the night, what its
promises are" by taking a rap at the
newspapers who criticized his appoint-
ment as bank commissioner of Kan-
sas.

C. S. Jobes, president the Amer-
ican National bank of Kansas City,
Mo., made a talk this afternoon on
"Bank Examiner and Bank Examina-
tions."

Another interesting address this
afternoon was made by Scott Hopkins,
president of the First National bank
of Horton,, on the subject of "Current
Phases of the Trust Question."

The election occurs late this after-
noon. C. L. Brokaw, who has been
vice president of the association, will
be elected to the presidency, and it is
likely that W. W. Bowman and C. F.
Henson will be secretary
and treasurer respectively.

This Evening's Banquet.
The following is the programme at

the banquet which will be served at
the Throop hotel this evening at 7:30
o'clock:
TnacTmaster P. I. Bonebrake
Divine Blessing Rev. J. M. Whitehead!
"Our Guests" Hon. A. A. Godard
"Valedictory" "A Has Been"

Hon. J. R. Adams
(Retiring president of Bankers' associa-

tion.)
"Inaugural" "In the Saddle"

C. L. Brokaw
(President-elec- t Bankers' association.)

"State Banks" Hon. J. Q. Royce
(State bank commissioner.)

"Kansas" Joseph G. Waters
"Missouri Banks" J. F. Downing,

of Kansas City. Mo.
"The Ladies" C. S. Gieed
"Service" David Overmyer. Esq.
"The Press" T. A. McNeal

Talks by W. W. Bowman, secretary ot
the association, and Hon. Ellis H. Rob-
erts, treasurer of the United States, and
others.

LAST WITNESS Of! HAND.

Minister Russell Will Testify In Loom-is-Bowe- n

Case.

Washington, June 8. After a con-
ference with the president today, Sec
retary Taft, who returned last night
from his Virginia trip, said that he
had received a telegram from Mr.
Russell. minister to Colombia,

arrival at Hampton Roads
saying that he would reach Washing-
ton tomorrow. Secretary Taft said
that on arrival of Minister Russell he
would call Secretary Loomis and Mr.
Bowen for a conference in regard to
the Loomis-Bowe- n case. Minister
Russell is the last witness to be ex-

amined. Secretary Taft did not indi-
cate when he would make his report
to the president. It is known that the
evidence to be given by Mr. Russell to
all intents and purposes is now in the
hands of Secretary Taft. so that his
examination will be purely a formal
matter. Secretary Taft said he had no
information whatever as to the prog-
ress of peace negotiations.

Appointed to Deliver to Him the
Storthing's Address.

COUNCIL . OF STATE.

Is Proceeding With Formation
of New Government.

Emblem of Union to Be Taken
From Flag.

Stockholm, Sweden, June 8. King
Oscar has refused to receive the depu-
tation appointed to present him the
Norwegian storthing's address.

The request that the king receive the
deputation was sent by the president of
the storthing, M. Berner, who received
a telegram from him reading as follows:

"As I do not recognize the revolution-
ary steps which the storthing in viola-
tion of constitution and act of union and
in revolt against the king has unfortu-
nately taken I decline to receive the
deputation."

The king is receiving many letters ex
pressing sympathy and devotion from i

all parts of the kingdom.
Building New Government.

Christiauia, Norway, June 8. The
council of state, following the action
of the storthing in dissolving the
union of Norway and Sweden, pro-
claiming that King Oscar is no longer
king of Norway and placing the reins
of government in the hands of thecouncil of state, is proceeding with the
reorganization of the government in
the manner indicated in the pro-
gramme which had been more or less
prepared before the final step was
taken by which yesterday's peacefulrevolution was accomplished.The department of national defense
has issued a decree to the army ac-
quainting it with the resolution of the
storthing and the assumption of the
government by the council of state
and intimating that the army must
comply with the new conditions, ren-
dering allegiance to those now con-
ducting the government. Minister of
State Loevland has been appointed
foreign minister and the council of
state has decided to divorce the for-
eign office from the departments of
commerce, navigation, etc, with which
heretofore it has been amalgamated.The council has also resolved to elimi-
nate the emblems of the union from
the war flag of Norway.

Nansen May Be King.
Paris, June 8. The crisis between

Norway and Sweden is widely discussed
by officials and diplomats here. The
Swedish legation points out that the
storthing acted before consulting the
people. Dr. Nansen's name is mention-
ed as being strong with the Republican
element of Norway in case King Os
car declines to permit a prince of the
royal family to become king of Norway.
The Swedish officials maintain that no
member of the royal family can accept
owing to their loyalty to King Oscar.

COBURN'S FIGURES.

He Tells the Millers' Federation How
They Are Gathered.

In an address before the Millers'
Federation at Kansas City last nighton "Kansas Statistics" Mr. F. D. Co-bur- n,

secretary of the state depart-ment o agriculture, spoke in part as
follows:

Crop and industrial statistics for
the area now comprising Kansas were
of record before Kansas became a
state. Kansas was admitted to the
Union in 1861, and one year later the
state took notice of the importance of
agriculture to its prosperity by enact-
ing a law creating the State Agricul-
tural society. Thus at the outset Kan-
sas officially gave recognition to agri-
culture, its chief industry.Each year, beginning and dating as
of March 1, statistics of population,
crop acreages, numbers of live stock,
etc., are gathered by assessors in a
house to house canvass at the time of
listing property for taxation, but there
is no connection between the two, as
our citizens have come to know.

Every family in each township is
visited by the township trustee, who
is the assessor; each citizen is asked
how many acres he has in the differ-
ent crops and the number of the dif-
ferent farm animals, and the number
is recorded. When the trustee has
finished his canvass he has the exact
area in each crop and the number of
animals in the township, as given in-
dividually by the growers or owners.
This detailed record, containing as
well statistics of many other industrial
items, is filed with the county clerk,and to the accuracy of the statements
the assessor makes affidavit. The
county clerk examines the returns to
ascertain whether the work has been
done properly, secures or makes the
corrections of manifest errors, pre-
pares for the board of agriculture a
complete abstract, and certifies to its
correctness. Thus we have as a basis
for reliable statistics the exact acre-
ages devoted to the various crops.

After statements have been care-
fully scrutinized, analyzed and verified,
we know the exact areas in crops,
numbers of live stock, etc., and these
are not estimates. The superstructure
of our statistical edifice is based on
something more substantial and trust
worthy than "estimates," something
the Kansas board of agriculture never
makes.

Sources of Information.
The second important division in

this work is that of the board's corps
of corresnondents (reporters), the
personnel of which is as a rule long
time, observant, intelligent farmers;
the foremost wheat and corn growers
and stockmen, threshermen and oth-
ers, together with local millers and
grain dealers, whose judgment is safe
and worthy of acceptance, and who re-no- rt

with a patriotic sense of loyalty
to their state. These we have been
for years finding out about, and only
those who show by their reports the
necessary qualifications are retained
on our lists as reporters. A weeding
out of defectives is constantly in prog
ress, to maintain the standard. These
reporters are chosen not only with a
view to their personal fitness but also
to location, in order that all portions
of each county in the state may be
reached, and practically every neigh-
borhood in the state bo represented.

Cf President Roosevelt in Open-

ing the Negotiations.

TTILL DEAL DIRECT.

The Belligerents, Will Arrange
the Terms Themselves.

An Armistice Will lie First
Sign of War's Ending.'

St. Petersburg, June 8. President
Roosevelt, striving with excellent
prospcts of success to end the bloody
war, is now the central figure of the
world's stage. One of the main ob-

stacles, it seems, will be overcome at
once. Both Russia and Japan have
agreed to accept his good offices for
the arrangement of the preliminaries.
The belligerents are expected to be
able to arrange the peace terms di-

rect. Tho president is believed to
share with Emperor William the view
that the belligerents should be allowed
to settle the actual terms without out-Fi- de

interference. Evidence also ex-

ists that President Roosevelt has se-

cured the support of several conti-
nental powers and that at the proper
time they will appear at his back.
Exactly what is transpiring at Wash-
ington is being carefully guarded. The
diplomats here are still greatly at
sea. not being able to do more than
venture a shrewd guess and indulge
in speculation.

The interest with which the moves
on the Washington chess board are
being followed is evidenced by the
manner in which the ambassadors and
ministers who learned of Ambassador
Meyer's audience of Emperor Nicholas
yesterday flocked to the American
embassy today in search of informa-
tion. But the situation seems to be
so delicate that the ambassador is
compelled to display the most com-
plete reserve. If Japan proves mod-
erate in her demands peace seems at
last to be close ahead. An armistice
probably will be the first evidence the
world will have that the two powers
have agreed to shake hands.

Paris Sees Difficulties.
Paris, June 8. The charge of the for-

eign office portfolio from M. Delcasse to
Premier Rouvier will lend strong aid
toward bringing Russia and Japan

This is likely to occur both
through the Japanese authorities here
ana indirectly with London as an inter-
mediary of Japan. British influences
are chiefly relied upon to move Japannow that Count - Lamsdorff and M.
Witte have made the preliminary ap-
proaches The sentiment here is strong-
ly against over-optimis- m as it is said
that serious obstacles remain. One of
the chief among them is the emperor's
failure personally to approve Count
l.amsdorff's initiative which leaves
doubt as to whether the movement has
the silent acquiescence of the emperor;
Diplomats here hold the view that
Tokio would prefer to continue the war
until Vladivostok Is taken and all that
territory up to Lake Baikal is under
Japanese control. The diplomats also
believe that Tokio hesitate to lay
down terms until it is clear that Em-
peror Nicholas is willing to treat for
peace.

Kiiouist's Men Will I5e Paroled.
Manila, June 8. In the matter of the

disarmament and internment of the Rus-
sian warships here, Rear Admiral Train
will probably take the breech locks
from the guns and disconnect their en- -,

pines. The Russian officers will be pa-
roled within the limits of the islands.
while the crews of the vessels, on the
given word of Rear Admiral Enquist,
will be paroled within the city limits.

Way Is Cleared for Negotiations.
Paris, June 8. It is definitely

known that the Russian foreign min-
ister. Count Lamsdorff. seconded by
M. Witte, president- of the committee
of ministers, has initiated overtures
through the Russian representatives
abroad to learn Jaiian's disposition
and terms of peace. These overtures,
it is said here, began three days ago
:ind were the basis of the decidedly
more hopeful view which the officials
began to have. At the same time it
was then and still is recognized that
Count Lamsdorff and M. Witte repre-
sent the peace element and it is not
yet clear how far the movement is
shared by the emperor. However,
Count Lamsdorff's position gives the
overtures the force of coming from

quarters whereas the pre-
vious movements lacked official origin.
This clears the way for conversations
between officials and diplomats here
and at other capitals which are now
actively going on. These necessarily
are circuitous owing to Russia's in-

ability to approach Japan directly. M.
Nelidoff. the Russian ambassador here,
has already conversed with the French
authorities who are fully aware of the
desires of Count Lamsdorff and M.
Witte.

WHERE BF.RLIN STANDS.

The Kait-e- r Is in Accord "With Presi-
dent Roosevelt on Peace.

Berlin, June 8. The Interview
Baron Speck von Sternberg, the Ger-
man ambassador at Washington, has
had witu President Roosevelt ami the
able correspondence between the am-

bassador and the foreign office here
in the president and the em-

peror finding- that they had identical
views on the subject of peace and were
ef the same opinion as to the method
of drawing Russia and Japan into ne-

gotiations. The joint view appeared
to be that others, including France
and Great Britain, oueht to be left out
because to be sure of a community
of views among all would be a slow
and cumbersome business and-woul-

impress Russia as taking on the char-act- or

of outside pressure. This is pre-cise- lv

what, as the Associated Press is
informed. President Roosevelt and
Emperor William wish to avoid. They
wanted the emperor of Russia to take
the initiative and sought only that he
should avail himself of the American
and German governments as instru-
ments for taking the first step toward
peace earlier.

The Russian government was in-

formed through Count Cassini. the
Russian ambassador at Washington,
through Count Alvensleben, the Ger- -
roan ambassacior at cm.
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MANY EDITORS THERE.

National Association Begins Its Con-

vention at Guthrie.

Guthrie, Ok., June S. The opening ses-
sion of the twentieth annual convention of
the National Editorial association was
held here this evening. The after session
was not held as planned because of the
lateness of two special trains from St.
Louis. Addresses of welcome were made
by B. S. McGuire, Oklahoma delegate to
congress, on behalf of the territory; May-
or J. w. Duke of Guthrie on behalf of the
city, and O. R. Fegan, president of the
Commercial club, on behalf of that organ-
ization. W. W. Screw, jr., of Montgom-
ery, Ala., president of the National Edi-
torial association, responded for that
bodr.

The attendance at this session of the as-
sociation is the largest in its history,
reaching approximately eight hundred.
The editors will remain in convenion here
three days and will then make a two davs'
tour through Oklahoma and Indian Terri-
tory. A two weeks' trip ending at Port-
land wiil then be taken through Texas and
California,

BERIAH WILKINS DEAD.

Owner of Washington Post a Victim
of Heart Failure.

Washington, June 8. Beriah Wilkins,
owner, editor and publisher of the
Washington Post, and formerly repre-
sentative in congress from Ohio, died
suddenly of heart failure at his resi-
dence in this city. Mr. Wilkins had
just returned from his accustomed
drive with Mrs. Wilkins, and was sit-
ting in a chair in his room when the
end came.

Since he suffered a stroke of paralys-
is two years- - ago while on a visit to
New York, Mr. Wilkins had given his
entire attention to the recovery of his
health. He had not been confined to
his bed for some months, and no im-
mediate anticipation of his serious con-
dition was entertained. When he alight-
ed from his carriage at the conclusion
of the drive he mentioned feeling unus-
ually indisposed. A physician was has-
tily summoned, and immediately re-

sponded, but too late to render assist-
ance.

Beriah Wilkins was born in Union
county, O., July 10, 1846. He
was edcated in the public schools
of Union county and graduated from
the high school at Marysville, O. He
engaged in mercantile pursuits, and
during the war although a minor, serv-
ed a full term of enlistment.

In 1868 he organized the Farmers'
and Mechanics' bank at Urishville, O.,
of which he was cashier and manager
for the next 12 years. He early took a
great interest in politics and served as
a member of the Democratic state cen-
tral committee.

In 1879 he was elected to the Ohio
state senate. In 1882 he was chosen to
represent the Sixteenth Ohio district in
the Forty-eight- h congress, and was re-
elected to the Forty-nint- h and Fiftieth
congresses, during which he was chair-
man of the house committee on bank-
ing and currency.

In January, 18S9. before the expira
tion of his third term in congress, Mr.
Wilkins, in connection with Frank Hat-to- n,

purchased the Washington Post,
established in 1S77 as a Democratic
journal. Under the new ownership it
was made independent in politics, and
much of its subsequent prestige and
prosperity are attributed to the execu-
tive and administrative ability of Mr.
Wilkins.

STOLE FOR 15 YEARS.

Disbursing Agent of Smithsonian In-
stitution Is Under Arrest.

Washington, June 8. William W.
Karr, the accountant of the Smithson-
ian institution and disbursing agent
of the government bureau under it,
has been arrested here on the chargeof embezzlement, which, according to
his own confession, aggregated $46,-00- 0.

His stealings. he confessed,
have been going for the past 15 years.
He is 5 0 years of age. He came to
Washington from Memphis and has
been identified with the Smithsonian
institution since 1880. The embezzle-
ment was accomplished by makinguse of checks sent to the Smithsonian
institution in payment of miscellane-
ous transactions.

PRESIDENT BUYS LAND.

Tract Contains 150 Acres In Albemarle
County.

Richmond, Va., June 8. President
Roosevelt has completed a deal by
which he becomes the possessor of 1".0
acres of land and a frame house about
seven miles from Scottsville in Albe-
marle county. Mrs. Roosevelt and a
party will visit the place. It is not
known whether the president will ac-
company them. The place is one of the
most attractive in the county. At pres-
ent it cannot boast of anything more
than a magnificent site for a home. The
house is plain and the president will
use it as a camp. He can reach it by
going direct from Washington to
Charlottesville. and driving over the dis-
tance of sixteen miles on roads that are
fairly good.

Ixine Trip for a Botanist.
I.awrence. Kan.. June 8. Alvin Stewart

of the class of lKfti' of the University of
Kansas has been employed bv the Univer-
sity of California to make a botanical col-
lecting trip to South America. The expedi-
tion will do most of its work on the little
known islands off the coast of Cniie. Ha
wtU be absent about IS moaths.


